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IN GIANT GAMBLE 4 The commander of the American! gineers held an infantry sub-sector for
6. bridge and railway engineers to whom|u week, To their commanding officer,
chance brought ihe opportunily to piteh | Geperal Rawlinson, on behall of the
. in and help the British resist the first Pritish, has sent a cordial letter which
Doubles or ths Is Play of N onslaught of the great drive in Picardy | he winds up by saying: _
. + |has received this letter from General “I consider your work in the line to i
General Staff in 4 Pershing: be gre.zuy' enchanced by the fact that
. B, ] “The Commandersin-Chief has noeted | for six weeks previous to taking your
Present Drive s 3 with greaf satisfaction ihe fine conduct|place in the front line your men had
. ¥ 3 oo of the officers and men of your regiment | been working at such high pressure H
: ) during the recent German offensive us|erecting heavy Lridges on the Somme. i SHIRTS KH AK COLLARS
INFANTRY COMES lNTO OWN A testilicd to by the British army and|My best congratulations.” ¥
P55 ¥ 2y 2 - corps wmxmmderc ” IWhen General Mullers, commzun]ling a I 6. Rue Castiglione,
" . Ree, 32 British cavalry division, received con- o » g .
R o o % gratulatfons and thanks from his su- l (Opp. Hotel Continentaly A- SULKA & C? 34 W, 34 Street,
Cavalry Also Reinstated in Open o this newspaper last \\u,k, T perjors, he shared them immediately PARIS. Muil orders executed. NEW YORK
" o story of those engineers w with thie American engineers who had i
Warfare That Follows First down their teols and eaq fought with that division in the line
Hun Plunge rifles in the first stormy days of the|on March 30— foughi most sallanily,”
present  battle. kuow now that|ihe British general said.
American engineers had their part in !'[‘o one American company caught in i . [
- the immorial army which Genoral Carey | the great offensive fell the task of de- T T
NEW TACTICS BY BOTH SIDES improviserd from eve here, and which | siroying the engineer dump which would
will go down in hi v as “Carey’s e left in the wake of the l('!(.‘dl]n!."
. Chicker Ordetlics, cooks aud many [ British ariny and they were busy ot this
Attempt to Separate Allies Only Welds /{ o " S enel-avi i Mo 7 enmme
_‘/orreaaérx;].)aa:ewﬁﬁa g;;,/;%g/,o snother unpracticed man had his chance i and treneh-layving until Mareh 27. came I
Them Togcther More Firmly Fope Ao Guerns mper ! Loy B 5t ar the real thine in the ranks of land with it the assembling of “Carey’s T4q Be I
g‘han Ever Ca-,,alggz?_m; ,,ffpp/;__ o 'ﬁ”;e;" “Carey's Chickens” and Ameriean en-, Chickens.” A‘%ﬁLRiCAN ML“ETARY and NAVAL FORCES

[flere for the first time is @ popi-
ler account of the enlive first phase
of the German offensive which has
already devel I into the biggest
battie in hist It is based on the
moxt authorita and fwpartial in-
Jormution to be had.—Edilor.}

Doubles or quits—that, as the on-
lookers of the world see it, is the play
being made this spring hy the glant
gamblers of the German Imperial Stalf.

It is a play familiar cnough to all
soldiers who have shared in or waiched
the dizzying games that are quite likely
10 follow on rhe heels of payday. They
have all watched the taet
player who has made cons
roadgs on the other fellows’ piles, but
who, for pressing reasons of lhis own,
is anxious {o get onil of the game, so
anxions that he is willing io stake
everything on a single throw.

Doubles or quits. There is the mean-
ing of the offensive that, on Mareh 21
a little after midnight, launched a bat-
tale, which, in lensth of line and in
numbers engaged, has developed into
the greatest battle the world has ever
known.

It will be a long time before history
can weed out the mass of claims and
counter-claims, and set down the actual
figures of this hattle. By April 13, ae
cording to Sir Douglas Haig's clarion
call to his troops, the Germans had al-
ready thrown 106 divisions into the
fight and that meuans, rounghly, 1,500,000
men. They are credited with 200 divi-
sions on the Western front and the Al-
les have professed Lo have something
near numerical equality.

German Guess at Allied Strength

According to eslimates openly made
in the CGerman press, the Allied special
reserves nimber 60 divisio 3 of them
French and 15 of them Inglish, These
reserves which, some weeks ago, were
placed at the disposition of General
Foch and the Versailles Coun con-
stitnte the mysterious letter X in the
erman problem. What part, il any, of
these reserves have already been thrown
into the pregent baltle? 'There is the
factor about which the Cermans know
least and worry most.

Although the Batile of 1918-it has
aiready spread too fur Lo be known any
longer as 1he Battle of Picardy—reached
the end of its first phase with the
check of the assault on Amiens on April
4, it is too early now te give any but
a rouph sketeh of what happened. It
is not too ecarly, however, to point out
some of the respecis in which that first
phase differed from any battle fought
on the Western froni since the first
days of the war.

The grenter part of that first phasc
was open warfare, mobile warfare such
as the commanders and the troops in

These two pictures show Major Theo-
dore Raosevelt, Jr., engaged in his dis-
Lingn' hied father’s favorite pastime of
pinuing something

tillant, epithets on the lientcnant ant
the sergeant; he is decorating them
with the Croir de Guerre as o reward
for their being “red blooded men,” “men
of my lype” “exponents of stalwart
sm” and neither ‘“‘pussye
footers™ nor ‘mollyenddies.” The liew
tenant and sergean! look pleased, and
well they might, So does the major;
thex're in his eommand.

&

on somebody. In %
thiz case the major isn’t pinnping se lﬁ 1

sities of those first few days,
best guess frow the faet that these cave
alry div ns, when they were finally
ordercd back, could he allowed only a
brief rest helore Lei returned 1o the
line further to the lefl.

Of heavy artillery, there was none
worth mentioning in {hat first fortnight,
for so swift and so tumulious was the
shift of the line that neither side had
time to bring theirs into play. Trench
mortars playved some part and field
picces, and thereis one stirring chapter
{0 be written sonte day abont tho French
division whose men hitched themselves
io their field picces and dragged them
for a distance of four kilometers, then
refurned and hitched ihemselves to the
caisgons in order to bring up the shells,

But. sbove all. it was an infantry
batile, a buutle fought preeminently
with rifles and machine guns.  Those
who, unlike General . Pershin have
sadly sung the requiem of the rifie, re-
lating its sorry decline from the great
American weapon of offense to & mere
jimpediment, did not foresee the batile
of 1818, The grenade, which was the
perfect weapon for such shell-hole bat-
iles as Verdun and the Cliemin des
Dames, gave way cnce more (o the rifie,
and it was with the rifle that the men
fought during that first week, fighting
on with its bavonel when their ammu-
uition ran ouwi, fighting en with their
naked fists when their guns were lost
In the serimmag

One reason the rifle was able to
achitve so q)eolactﬂar a reinstatement
was bheeause the fighting was over dry
ground, mud whieh, clogging the
delieate m rism ui the hammer end,
disables the rifte. Here there was no
mud for the German offensive, though
it wag boldly started on {he very day
of the vernal equinox, was carried on
through ten days of air miraculously
r. ten days under
¥ serene.

The Allied acroplanes, too, had new
work to do. To an eXtent never before
sproached, they became an  actual
Genting arm during this battle. They
Aid infaniry work wooping down with-
in 40 or 50 rards of the German troops

¥ou can

skies miraculous-

TWO

This morning,

Tor a mother

MOTHERS’ SONS

when the postman stopped to make his merning eall,
He Ieft o bunch of papers, but no letiers came at all,

And a woman's heart was heavy as she hurried up the stalrs

{Fer there is where she always went whoen troubled with her cares),
And her sou! was filled with anguish as she took a litile cry,

Tor she thought she’d get a lotter ere aniolher day passed by.

Through {he day she worked in silence, there was sadness In her glance,
For a mother had no letter from her hoy in France

This morning, when the postman siopped {o make another cail,
Ie leit a soldier’s letter that was welcome most of all;

And a woman's fingers trembled as she tore the cnvelope N
To scan the lines which held so much of cheer and love and hope;
And sunshine all that day was stamped upon her loving
As she swept and cleansed with vigor ail around the pls
And the dirt that lurked in corners didn’t have a fighiing chanee,
had a letter from her

face,

oy in France!
Pvi. PHIL, LEWTS,
M. D. in t?'e “Beaumont Bull”

this theater of the war had not known
since the early frecfor-ail days of the
Marne and the Yser, open warfare in
which hand grenades were forgotten and
heavy artillery feft behind, in which
cavalry and iuﬁmtry onee more came
into their own, in which, above all else
the good, old-fashioned rifle came into
its own. Toward the end of the phase
the lines began lo stabilize, the troops
to burrow In, the heavy guns to arrive.

Back to Mobife Warfare

For a time, however, its was moblle
warfare in which troops swept across
country at lightning speed compared
with the advances in treuch warfare
which could almost be wmeasured by
inches. How rapid was the movement
can best be judged from the experience
of one unit of French cavalry which
was sent forward to hielp close the gap
that had been made in ihe line.

That unit received its warning on the
night of March 21 and by tho next night
they were near the front. Their orders
were to advance rapldly to the banks
of the Crozat Canal, the waterway Lhat
connects the Somme with ‘the Oise, and
there take up positions as reinforce-
ments behind the British line. But
though their advanmee sections had
reached that point during the night of
March 22, the morning light showed no
British there at all. The French troops
found themsclves face to face with other
troops, bui the other troops were Ger-
man. .

These French reinforcements were
cavalrymen who had ridden, horses and
all in auto trucks as far as the trucks
would go and then made the rest of the
distance on horseback. For the horse,
too, came into his own once more when
open warfare was revived on the plains
of Picardy. They were French cavalry-
men to whom fell the honor of stopping
the Germans on the heights north of
the Oise.

They fought dismounted, it is true,
but they conld not have reached their
positions in time without their horses.
Once there, they fonght against repeai-
ed attacks ‘made by troeps that outnum-
bered them three or fonr to one, fought
for four days without anything to eat,
without anvthing to drink. without ra-
witaillement  of any  kind exrepl in
ammunition, Fow stern. were the neces-

and riddling them with the fire from
their machine guns., They did artillery
work, fiving all day and alf nighi ever
the  German lm%ts amd  thundering
boembs from on high, TIndeed, it can be
said-that the Allied aeroplunes took the
place of the Allied artillery in the first
days of the battle.

That battle in its first phase, then,
difered markedly from ke hattles of
the last three years of which Verdun is
the type. But in no respect did it differ
more markedly than in the manner of
its beginning.

In opening their offensive, the Ger-
mane *employed new and peculinr {ac-
ties and it was part of their elnborate
and painstaking preparations to with-
draw the troops thatwere o participate
and rehearse them in those faetics on
a dummy baitiefield far behind their
lines. Purthermoere, every oflicer down
to the lowest-grade non-com had his
specifie instruclions and his folded map.

vith the course he wag to follow every
dny indicated therecon.

The New Tactics

The new taeties were characterized
by an unprecedented concentration of
guns and & bombardment designed not
so much to destroy defenses as to de-
stroy men. The poison zas used in great
gquantities was not the familiar mustard
gus which disables men for a time and
lingers long. but a gas of which the ef-
foets are immediate and deadly and yet
one which is so quickly dissipated that
there are no traces left in the air {o
hamper the attacking troops when they
themselves reach the territory drenched
by its fumes. It should be added thot
this gas was 1o new thing to the Allies
ind that the British mask proved a
perfect protection against it

The preliminary bombardment, which
began shortily before one o'clock on the
morning of March 21, lasted until
shortly before ecight, Then the German
infantry of three armies emerged from
the trenches.

Tt had been the scheme of the bom-
bardment to devastate and cmpty the
Rritish network of communicating tren-
.ches: it was the infantry’s role to cross
those trenches and do battle with the
locul reserves. They were not to be bure
dened with artillery nor to bother with

Piaing the Croix de Guerre an
Serocan! Marsty

WAR SECRETARY BIDS
GODSPEED TO A.E.F.

Comli{a1'1dcr=in=Cl1icf Adds
Appreciation to Mr.
Baker's Letter

Secretary of War
of the work already accomp
members of the A B, F. and his appre-
eiation of their share in the building of
“a great Army to vindicate
canse” are made public in the {ollowing
letter addressed to the officers and men

in France:

“After a (horough inspection of the
American Expeditiopary TForees, 1 am
returning to the Tnited Staies, with

nand grenades. They might rely lo some
slight extent on (rench mortars, but,
for the most part, they were to use the
rifte and 1he machine gun, . They were to
ignore any isolnied contery of resistance
which the receding British might leave
e their walke. {or these would be dealt
with as scon as possible by special
troops who shoulq bring up the rear
with flame-throwers and hand grenades.

The infantry was merely to advance
and keep on advancing. They were to
move akead in wave afier wave after
wave. The first line was to drop in iis
iracks at a designated distance, push
up the rific and machine gun sights te
ithe maximum and open fire, shooting
blindly and without pause. ‘The sccond
line was Lo pass through the first, drop
in its tracks a lttle way ahead and
duplicate the tactics. The third wave
was to pass through the first and second
and follow suit, It was hoped that, how-
cver heavy the cost to the allae km" in-
fantyy, the British loeal reserves ,wl ‘hich
might be expected to be preparing to
enter the battle, would be caught some-
where in this indiscriminate barrage
and be riddled with bullets.

That was the German plan—to empty
the first British trenches with poison
gas and to riddle the British loecal re-
serves with a blind, indiscriminate, bul-
ter barrage. That was the plan and, in
cortain parts of the line, it scems to
have worked.

0Of what huppened over the whole
Lattlefield in {he fortnight that followed,
of the hatile in perspective, only the
roughest sketch can he given here.

. Where Germany Hit Hardest

The Germans threw the greatest force
of their attack against the Dritish line
at a point just norih of its junciure
with fhe French. and the British line,
as their own eommunique admitted. was
broken. You must uot think of that
Break as o collapse of a dam, with the
Germans pouring through, but rather
ax the opening of & door, 830 kilometers
wide with ifs hinge at Arras and it
other edge at Chauny. Oneeajar, theirs
was the vista of the path along the Olse
Valley to Paris. The pregsure was ap-
slied, the deoor bhegan to § g and the
CGiermans shoved hard. T was the French
task to close that doer or, at Ieasl, to
harricade past all hope of passage the
opening that had been made.

ifistory will tel! some day just why
“While the Third Arm
General Byug held lendidly.
fll\. Army under General Gowugh

¢, Tle has since heen recalled.
ry will {ell how he had only

'% divisions with which to oppose the
20 and laler the 10 which von Hutier
hurled against them. In men he was
nitimately owtnumbered nearly four to
one and in guns nearly two to ono.
fistory will remind the reader {hat
the support trenches of General Gongh's
second position bad nof yet been com-
pleted when the battle siarted and
that the army thus thrown suddenly
nv the defensive had known nothing but,
ve warfare for more than three;
—~the three years {hat ran Irom
» second hattle of Ypres in the spring
nl 1915.

Fighting With His Men

Tt will record the britliance of o re-%
treat in which Lwo-thirds of the guns
wore saved, and it will tell countless |
wrdinary individnal hers
s, with perhaps one ourstanding ml'-

that door opened,
nnder

ture, amid the smoke of baitle. of a!
earps commi # general, down on
the ground. nflo in  hand, hrhim;,.

shonlder to shoulder with his men. Tt:
will give, at last, n definite account of
the losses. The Gurmans ¢ they woere:
TEN0 ’I'he they were
heavy. hut nol nearly so heavy as that,
And the scores of prisoners taken is
made up of many men not eaptured in
the fight, but sick and wounded men
picked up in hespitals, which there was
noi time fo evacuate.

But the door had opened and it was
not until March 29 that one conld say,
as CGeneral Foch did later, that the
German advance had been halted. The
cap had been closed. Tnto it the French
had thrown, with the greatest rapidity,
two small armies under General Fay-
olle, who had commanded their forces
in Italy.

AMareh 29, then, might be considered
as marking the end of the first phase,
hut there was 2 tremendons though
fruitless offensive on the last two days
of the mwonth and later a vigorous
drive on April 4 toward Amliens before
the hattle shifted to the north. Let us
say that the first phase ended with the
single day's battle oo the roads
that converge towards Amlens, an at-
tiek which brouglit the Germans within
nine miles of that city, but which In-
flicted uwpon them the heaviest losses

fresh enth Lo speed the transpor-
tation of the remaiunder of the great
Army of which you are the vunguard.
What T have seen here gives the com-
sortable assurance that plans for the
éftpetivencss of our fiehting forces and
for the comfort and welfare of the men
finve been broadly made and vigorously
cxecuted.  OQur schools and syst
ipstruction are adding to the gencral
enldier training ibe specialized knowl-
alge which developed among our Frenceh
nd British associates during the four
cars of heroic action which they have
displayed from the beginning of.the war
“Fortunately, the relations between
our soldiers and those of the British and
French are uniformly cordial and happy.

NATIONAL POLITICS

No Clue to Lines on Which

1By Cante 1o Tue Srars axp Snures.}
NREW YORK, April 1§.—Nutional poli-

ties <Ll remains without eolor or forny
The newspapers have dropped dix
a . greatjor
else has ocenrred 1o indicate the lines
on which
of the American Expeditionary Forees|er
vleetions this autumn.

utdjor
all i
materis
cwnership has been left
commiliee for a report to the next legis-
fature.

ways sidestepped entirely, which throws v
the fght into the
restoraiion of the State nominating con-
ventions system to replace the p
stems of § pr
doubtedly make the
amondment. the big fighting point of next
entamn’s
ownership
enied by the Socialist party also promi-
nent.

nationally
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cussion
and nothing

the Wisconsin election.

the Republieans and Demo-
ats will fight out the congressional

Lure b
voidin

The New York State legish
ned  after  successinlly
es that might muake campaig
1. The question of municipal
1w a Senate

The Federal prohibition amendment

1next ion.  The

eni
e, This will nn-
edernl prohibition

imaries

led of pa

campaign
and other

with  municipal
measures advo-

This will make New York
fmpovtant.

politics

and the welcome of the civil population
of France has been met by our solitiers
with chivalrous appreciation and return.
“We are building a great Army to vin-
ate a great cause, and the spirit which
von afe showing, the conrage, the re-
soureofulness and the zeal [or the per-
formance of duty both as soldiers and
as men is not only promising of mili-
tary suceess, but il is worthy of the tra

SOLDIERS

Have your Portraits taken by

ditions of Ameriea and of the Allied
Armies with which we are associnted.

Press on!”

The Jetter has been given out as a
general order, which will be read {o
cach compuny and separate detachment
at the first assembly after its receipt.
To it the Commander-in-Chief. A. 5. 1.
zdds the following commendation:

“In adding his own high appre-
ciation of the sylendid spirit of our

lw sblis
by I

Army, the Commander-in-Chiel wishes

to impress upon officers and men of all

ranks o keen senso of the serious obl-
sarions which rest npon them, while at
the same time giving them iresh as-
suranece of his comple confidence in
their loyalty, their cournge, and their
sincere devotion to duty.”

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
READING ROOM

194 Rue de Rivoli.

BURBERRYS

Military Outfitters
8 Boulevard Malesherbes, PARIS

SuUPPLY

AMERICAN OFFICERS
Direct—or through their AGENTS

behind the lines with every necessary

Acrticle of War Equipment.

TRENCH WARMS
TUNICS & BREECHES
OVERCOATS
IMPERMEABLES
TRENCH CAPS

SAM BROWNE BELT
INSIGNIA ete., ctc.

.BEST QUALITY at
REASONABLE PRICES.

AGENTS IN FRANC

Holding Stocks of Burberry Gaods,

IS

BESANCON-~Puiscegur, 84 Grande

ue,

NANTES-—~Delplancg. 15 Rue Cre-
billon.

SAUMUR--Depot Burberry, | Rue
eaurepaire.

TOURS—dwin, 10 Avenue de Cram~
monl.

LANGRES—Prudent-May, Rue Dide-
rot. .

CHAUMONT--Liste, 47 Rue Buxe-
revilles,

Open daily 230 to 5 pm.

thev had known since the biticrness of
Yerdun.

What had the Germans accomplished?
They had refaken a streteh of French
snil  corresponding  roughly {o  the
streteh they yvielded up by their own re-
tirement last Spring. They had inflici-
losses and, in the proc
ered losses still heavier. The
eparated the Treneh and Bri

S,
a
ish
Rather had they welded them
together, Tor., under the
the Allied lmccm

noi
armie!
wore firmly
shock of the assaull,
were fused under a single command,

diverse elements in a chemieal jar ('an
Be instanianconsly syntheszized by an
cleetrie current. Thus ended the
Allied wnity-on which the K
openly gloated and counied for suceess,
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